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Supervisor Alioto-Pier appoints Russian Hill Neighbors Advisory Board Member to Citizens’ Advi-
sory Committee.   
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Contributed by Michele Borges, Social Chair 

While Russian Hill Neighbors is involved with many different community concerns and interests, it also has another important compo-
nent, its social activities. Not only are these activities fun, they also serve the purpose of letting individuals meet their neighbors and 
help this community on the hill to be a place were you can walk down the street and recognize faces rather than just passing by a sea of 
strangers.   

Ten months (excluding May and December – Happy Holidays) out of the year we meet on 
the last Monday of the month from 6PM -8PM at various restaurants or lounges on the hill, or 
its environs, to get together for our Cheers events.  Once or twice a year we have a dinner at 
one of our local restaurants.  In January we had a delicious dinner at Amarena (Larkin & 
Green).  We have had social events at new busi- nesses that have recently opened. Each Sep-
tember we also have been able to get a block of tickets to the San Francisco Symphony’s All 
City Concert and enjoy a Giants game in the Sum- mer.   

Come and take part in these events and the others we will have in the future – why not get 
involved and become a member of the social com- mittee and help plan new and upcoming 
events.  We are always interested in new ideas.  Come and meet your neighbors!!! 
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Contributed by Al Greening, History Chair 

T. Paterson Ross was born in Edinburgh in 1872, came to San Francisco in 1885 and found work as a draftsman in 1890. In 1895 he 
entered into a partnership with Edward A. Hatherton and around 1900 opened his own office. After the 1906 earthquake he formed a 
partnership with Engineer Albert Burgren. 

Ross designed about 250 residential and commercial buildings in the Bay Area between 1890 and 1922 in a variety of styles includ-
ing: 

- The first pagoda-style buildings in Chinatown, the Sing Fat and Sing Chong buildings (1907), at the southwest and northwest cor-
ners of Grant and California. 

- The Moorish Islam Temple of the San Francisco Shriners at 650 Geary (1919, now the Alcazar Theater). Ross’s request to put his 
name on the cornerstone was denied.  However after the building was completed, a visiting scholar found the following chiseled in 
Arabic above the entry door “Great is Allah and Great is Ross the Architect”. 

- The Union League Club at 555 Post (1922).  
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Contributed by Lucretia Rauh, Advisor 

Spring is here and Fay Park is lush and green.  If you haven't dropped by for a refreshing moment of peace and beauty, you don't 
know what you are missing. We are so lucky to have our own little oasis of tranquility here on Russian Hill. 

Last year Fay Park garden was added to S.F. Recreation & Park department list of wedding sites. The first wedding was held last 
September and another in October.  Permit fee for a minimum two hour event is $300 plus $50 for each additional hour. There is 
also $27 per hour charge for R&P staff person to open and close and monitor the event.  A performance bond of $500 is required 

and returned if the area is left clean and undamaged and all con-
ditions of the permit are satisfactorily met.  Anyone interested 
in renting the garden should e-mail Sandy Lee at 
Sandy.Lee@sfgov.org or Amanda Lee at amanda.lee@ 
sfgov.org. 

Because no toilet facilities are currently available, events are 
limited to no more than two hours.  Friends of Fay Park is 
working with the city to make a powder room in the house 
available for events held in the garden. Donations are greatly 
appreciated. 

The city has also issued a Request For Interest for the lease and 
operation of the Fay House.  While the City is actively pursuing 
the possibility of leasing the Fay house as event space, office 
space, a private residence or some combination thereof, all rea-
sonable proposals will be considered. All proposals must be 
sensitive to the historic nature of the premises as well as its lo-
cation within a residential neighborhood. The City encourages 

interested parties with creative proposals to first request a copy of the RFI which will stipulate proposal procedures.  Proposals in 
writing must be submitted to Nicholas Kinsey at Nicholas.Kinsey@sfgov.org .  

Fay Park is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   Volunteers meet at least once a month in growing season to help R&P keep the 
park pristine and beautiful. It is definitely enjoyed by the many tourists who are on their way to or from visiting curly Lombard 
Street..�
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Friends of the Urban Forest (FUF) has some exciting and ambitious plans for 2010, which we can only accomplish with your sup-
port!  We have secured eight government grants for fiscal year 2010, which will be instrumental in helping us meet our goals and 
overcome the many challenges facing non-profits these days.  
However, over 40% of our budget relies on donations from individuals, corporations and foundations.   As we finish our 
accounting for 2009, it's becoming increasingly clear what a dramatic decline FUF experienced in these traditionally robust fund-
ing areas.  Unfortunately no one, including our donors, has been immune to the faltering economy. But even though we saw a de-
cline in the average dollar amount of each donation, the number of households donating to FUF held steady.  We are immensely 
grateful. We absolutely depend on you. And I promise you that we make every dollar you give us count.  
So, what are we planning to do with your hard-earned donations this year?  We have budgeted to increase the number of trees 
planted by 25% -- that's 1,200 healthy young trees in the ground by December 31!  
How can we reach that goal?   For starters, we have significantly dropped the cost of our trees, from $195 to $75. These are hard 
economic times, and we need to inspire more homeowners to take action.  Also, we have reinvigorated our neighborhood organiz-
ing through the creation of our sTREEt Team, a group of community volunteers who spread the word that FUF is coming to do a 
planting.  Planting more trees means more to care for, so we are beefing up our tree care staff. Last year, we preserved over 3,500 
trees, and it's easy to imagine the impact your support will have on greatly bringing this number up. In particular, we are revamp-
ing our Treeage Program, which enables FUF to proactively care for trees that need attention between their scheduled check-ups.  
Like you, we at FUF feel that San Francisco deserves all the benefits of a thriving urban forest. Our government grants are a great 
endorsement and a great help, but they're not enough. We need your amazing and generous support to make our 2010 plans possi-
ble.  
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